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S T E A M H O U S E : W H E R E I N N O VAT I O N
I S K E Y T O W H AT T H E F U T U R E C A N B E .

F O R WA R D / F O R E W O R D
From Prof Julian Beer, Deputy Vice-Chancellor, Birmingham City University

Welcome to STEAMhouse, Birmingham
City University’s centre for
collaborative innovation.

 e are a supportive space to amplify,
W
experiment, and develop knowledge, products
and services, inspired through our STEAM
approach and an established community
of practice.

FULL
STEAM
AHEAD

Whether you’re an artist, engineer, or anything
in between, we’re here to work with and
complement the different skill sets of our
members. In doing so, we empower start-ups
and small and medium-sized enterprises
(SMEs) to drive innovation in new sectors,
bring new products to market, and scale up
their activities appropriately.
Since launching STEAMhouse in 2018,
we’ve learnt what works, what doesn’t, and
crucially, the added value new enterprises
can bring to the STEAMhouse community, as
we work together to drive innovation across
Birmingham and beyond. We don’t just guide.
We listen, we explore what’s possible, and
we build on those ideas together.

STEAMhouse: Where innovation is key to what the future can be.

And now, as we open the doors to our brand
new development – which combines
architecturally stunning building features with
impressive state-of-the-art facilities – we’re
excited to begin a new chapter, providing the
ultimate growth environment for individuals,
such as sole traders, start-ups and SMEs,
to start businesses alongside those that are
already established.
Our new facility enables us to bring
STEAMhouse to the heart of the economy
as we look forward to expanding support
and reaching out to an even wider range
of businesses in the years to come. We’re
thrilled to be part of this coming together
of enterprising individuals, start-ups, micro
businesses and SMEs to form the next
generation of world-class entrepreneurs –
right here in the heart of the “City of a
Thousand Trades”.
We hope you can join us on our journey. JB

STEAMhouse.org.uk/space
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STEAMhouse

A SCA L A BLE SOLUTION FOR SME s
In today’s competitive marketplace,
starting or growing a business can
present many challenges. Standing
out above the crowd can seem
impossible. And knowing how and
where to seek the right support
can be daunting.
Put simply, STEAMhouse is a
catalyst for innovation. We provide a
flexible working space for inventors,
artists, entrepreneurs, academics,
designers, engineers and innovators
to develop exciting new ideas,
products and services, all the while
exploring how digital technologies
can also play a role. We offer a
wide range of on-site support, from
experienced business mentors and
advisors to specialist technicians.

06

STEAMhouse

In addition, you will be able to plug
into a ready-made knowledge base,
working alongside students and
researchers from Birmingham City
University, as well as other likeminded businesses, for the ultimate
collaborative research and idea
generation. This provides everyone
the opportunity to thrive under
one roof, while at the same time
facilitating an innovation pipeline
for your workforce.

FOR START-UPS AND SOLE
TRADERS, we recognise the
common obstacles to launching
a business or establishing a
client base, and are committed to
supporting you every step of the
way. Whether you’re just starting
up, or about to take the next step,
we’ll help you focus on what’s
important to your business right
now, as well as support you in
preparing for what comes next. By
joining STEAMhouse, you’ll become
part of a supportive community of
exciting new businesses creating
enterprising products and services,
and you’ll also be able to tap into
the knowledge of more experienced
businesses using the centre.

Powered by Birmingham City University

FOR MEDIUM-SIZED BUSINESSES,
we’re here to help you take your
business to the next level by joining a
like-minded community of ambitious
organisations who are developing
the next generation of products and
services. You’ll be supported by
a wide team of professionals and
peers with business, production
and marketing experience. Whether
you’re looking for technical, creative,
or business expertise, you’ll have
the opportunity to work hand-inhand with individuals who are at the
forefront of their practice. We’ll also
provide you with the tools, technology
and training you need to grow both
your offering and your audience.

Plan it. Make it. Launch it.

Let’s take
the next step
together
and nurture
your brilliance.

>

STEAMhouse.org.uk/space
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STEAMhouse

As Birmingham’s leading centre for collaborative
innovation, creative thinking, cultural production
and business development, STEAMhouse offers an
unrivalled range of unique features. It provides a space
to experiment, test and develop new knowledge, as well
as sharing skills and ideas with others. This is based
upon five key principles of conversation, exploration,
collaboration, openness and newness.

Joining STEAMhouse has
invigorated and updated my
design process skills.
> Claire Leggett, Designer

GI V ING
NE W
IMPE TUS TO

INNOVATION

Rather than seeing ourselves as purely training providers
or facilitators with all the answers, we aim to engage
in a two-way relationship with our members, in which
they can join us on our journey of continual growth.
We welcome enterprise from every cross-section of
the community and challenge ourselves to be the best
at what we do, while also loving what we do.
Our STEAMhouse Incubator gives users access to a
range of business advice and support services including
our extensive coworking facility, state-of-the-art
makerspace, and a digital hub connecting users with
future technologies such as AR (Augmented Reality),
VR (Virtual Reality), and 5G testbeds and trials.
You’ll also benefit from a range of collaborative
innovation workshops where teams come together to
tackle real-world problems, explore new ideas, and
find new solutions, as well as regular STEAMhouse
events throughout the year. Depending on your
circumstances, you may also be eligible to access
small business funding.
STEAMhouse has been designed to streamline and
enhance the user experience from end to end. We offer
flexible tenure, flexible coworking, flexible production and
a flexible approach to innovation and business growth.

CONVERSATION / EXPLORATION / COLLABORATION / OPENNESS / NEWNESS
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STEAMhouse

Powered by Birmingham City University

STEAMhouse: Where innovation is key to what the future can be.

STEAMhouse.org.uk/space
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STE AM
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Supporting a wide range
of collaborations across
Science, Technology,
Engineering, Arts
and Maths

At STEAMhouse, we provide a completely
fresh approach to enterprise by combining
analytical knowledge with the creativity of
the arts to create an environment in which
any passionate, forward-thinking enterprise
can flourish. This means that whatever your
sector, and whatever your individual skill set,
we can work with you to turn great ideas into
great results.

Birmingham City University is widely
acknowledged as a thought leader
when it comes to the principle
of STEAM, an interdisciplinary
combination of the “sciences” and
the “arts” resulting in a truly holistic
approach to business innovation
and growth. Birmingham has long
been famed for its contribution to
industries such as manufacturing,
and by incorporating creativity into
the mix, we are helping to propel
the local (and wider) economy for
generations to come.

Incubator and space for SMEs

STEAMhouse

Our start-up and SME business incubator
programme can provide members
with access to a range of STEAMhouse
facilities, including coworking and meeting
space, production space, workshops
with industry-leading organisations and
experts, lectures and one-to-one advice
from start-up and growth specialists,
business plan development support,
and ongoing mentoring. And all within a
city-centre location, providing members
with a registered Birmingham business
address. SMEs also have the opportunity to
collaborate with academics and researchers,
providing an opportunity for R&D that often
starts with new conversation, as well as
building relationships with larger companies
using the site.

Powered by Birmingham City University

We would highly recommend STEAMhouse to anyone in the social
innovation and maker start-up space. STEAMhouse offers a unique blend
of facilities and support in terms of the combination of STEM and Arts.
We find the space physically and emotionally nurturing and especially
apposite for the kind of work we are passionate about.
> Sam German, Director, PocZero (Health Hack STEAMlab participant)

STEAMlabs: where early experiments
can turn into global phenomena

STEAMhouse coworking space:
for conversation and collaboration
As we shift from traditional office working to a more
decentralised, remote working approach – which
oftentimes equates to the kitchen table – many of us
are lacking the social interaction and collaborative
working environment that we need to thrive. That’s
where the STEAMhouse coworking space comes into
its own. With flexible workstations and hot desking
facilities, all with high speed connectivity, you can
choose which coworking package best suits your needs.

Plan it. Make it. Launch it.

STEAMlabs are highly experimental, collaborative
workshops which impel participants to think about
their products and services in completely new ways.
They help focus new ideas and create space for open
innovation and collaborative product development.
Our public events bring inspiration and new thinking
into the city. If you’re a start-up, sole trader and
micro-business with an early-stage product or
service idea, and you’re looking for ways to push
your thinking or innovation process further,
STEAMlabs provide the space to do this in a highly
collaborative way, with peers from across the
creative and commercial sectors.

STEAMhouse.org.uk/space
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STEAMhouse
Whether developing a prototype or looking to build products at scale, our
state-of-the art makerspace is home to all the practical tools and technology
you might need. We help start-ups and small businesses to produce and
prototype across a wide range of areas, including print and materials,
digital design, digital manufacture, resistant materials (wood, metal, plastics)
and VR/AR. If you’re looking to transform ideas into commodities, you don’t
need to look any further than STEAMhouse for practical workspace.

MAKERSPACE
The thing we use STEAMhouse
for currently is to make changes
to our prototype, using expensive
kit, that we can’t do elsewhere. I
honestly can’t sing STEAMhouse’s
praises enough; the team provides a
pillar of support and everyone takes
the time to understand our needs.
It’s the magic ingredient – if you’re
making a product, you don’t want
to be anywhere else other than
Birmingham and STEAMhouse.

> Jack Cornes, Co-founder of Hausbots
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STEAMhouse

Our makerspace comprises a fully
equipped wood workshop with table
saw, planer-thicknesser, bandsaw,
pillar drill, sanders, vacuum bag
and a range of power and hand
tools; facilities for digital design
and prototyping including a 2.5 axis
CNC router, 3D scanner, vinyl cutter,
digital modelling mill, Arduino,
laser cutter and 3D printers as well
as access to industry-standard
software; a metal workshop with
fabrication equipment for rolling,
folding, cutting, sanding, polishing,
joining and machining metals
including MIG and TIG welding and
plasma cutting; a print room with
silkscreen beds, exposure unit and
washout booth, sublimation and UV
printers, heat presses, industrial
sewing machines and overlockers,
a bullet steamer and facilities for
textile processes including dyeing
and discharge; and equipment for
biomaterial development; and an
assembly room providing plenty of
space for fabrication.

STEAMhouse has allowed me to
explore metalwork, screen printing,
3D printing and more. I’m currently
prototyping instruments that utilise
these techniques in combination
with traditional making methods.
The facilities are fantastic, but it’s
so much more than that.

> Susie Chillcott, Guitar maker

CUT TING-EDGE TOOL S
FOR EDGE-CUT TING OPER ATIONS

Here to guide you
In addition to providing the latest
tools for production, STEAMhouse
offers guidance from experienced
in-house technicians who can
advise on prototyping, as well as
interactive workshops in which
makers can experiment with
their ideas and hone their craft.
In addition, you’ll benefit from
working in close proximity to other
like-minded entrepreneurs for the
ultimate research collaboration.
We also offer prototyping grants to
selected SMEs and sole traders.

Powered by Birmingham City University

STEAMhouse: Where innovation is key to what the future can be.

STEAMhouse.org.uk/space
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CONNECTI V IT Y
WITH

FUTURE

TA PPING IN TO TOMORROW ’S T ECHNOLOGY, TODAY
Due to its dense networks of original engineering
manufacturers, pioneering enterprises, universities,
and innovative programmes to enhance the
knowledge and skill transfer between the creative
and other industries, Birmingham is known as a
global hub for innovation, creativity and culture today.
But more than this, the region is also rapidly laying
the foundation for digital technologies that will
help shape tomorrow.

D I G I TA L

As one of the leading programmes for innovation,
the STEAMhouse community is focussed on helping
SMEs access and explore the potential of digital

14

STEAMhouse

Powered by Birmingham City University

Plan it. Make it. Launch it.

technologies as they grow. Thanks to extensive
collaboration with Birmingham City University’s
Faculty of Computing, Engineering and the Built
Environment, our new workshops and equipment,
as well as specialist technicians, allow members
to experiment with digital design and immersive
media, but also, to prototype and build using
digital fabrication tools, electronics, and AR and
VR technologies. As part of this collaboration, we’re
also proud to be involved in the UK’s first large-scale
5G testbed and trials programme which is being
rolled out across the West Midlands.

STEAMhouse.org.uk/space
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W H Y BIRMINGH A M I S A ND W IL L BE
AT T HE FOREFRON T OF DE V ELOPING
BUSINE S SE S IN T HI S SPACE .

ACCE SS

TO IMMER SI V E MEDI A
The possibilities for AR and VR are enormous. According
to recent research, gaming companies in particular
have increasing crossovers with other sectors*,
representing 10% of the total UK games development
workforce and creating over 3,000 jobs (generating
£224m in Gross Added Value each year)**. Our local
economy is being driven by design-led thinking
originating in the gaming industry, combined with VR
and AR, to develop, prototype and test new vehicles
across automotive, aerospace, rail and last mile
logistics, as well as products across the wider digital
manufacturing sector.

As Dr Poppy Wilde, Lecturer in Media and
Communications at Birmingham City University,
observes, immersive media can “make things
accessible to audiences that you wouldn’t otherwise
be able to reach, in terms of accessibility with clients
or customers who may have disabilities or issues
that impact their ability to enter physical spaces in
your environment. But also, in terms of being able
to have a wider reach.”

When we asked our community members which
single feature would most benefit their business in
the future, there was a resounding vote for access to
immersive media. In response, our brand-new, multimillion-pound virtual reality hub allows members to
access the latest in AR and VR technology through the
provision of next-generation equipment such as virtual
reality development packs, computer hardboards and
the latest design software. Members will benefit from
working alongside and developing students who offer
support as well as endless new ideas and AR and VR
propositions that will secure our future.

Given the recent shift towards 5G-connected XR
headsets and the potential of these to be bundled with
5G phone plans over the next 2-4 years, it’s important
we are training developers and students on emerging
technology as well as current technology. There is
an intersection between robotics, drones and 5G XR
that has a wealth of potential in terms of new product
support and industry-leading research. Part of the
STEAMhouse vision is to develop a knowledge base
towards building a prototype VR internet for the region
as an example of how it can be deployed worldwide.

> Adam Paigge, VR Technician, STEAMhouse

*HM Government West Midlands Local Industrial Strategy, May 2019
**West Midlands Growth Company: 50 ways the West Midlands has made its mark
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Powered by Birmingham City University

STEAMhouse: Where innovation is key to what the future can be.

STEAMhouse.org.uk/space
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FUELING
THE FUTURE

USER-CENTRIC

W ITH 5G

DEVICE-CENTRIC

DEMAND-CENTRIC

BIRMINGHAM CITY UNIVERSITY’S 5G EXPERTISE
The West Midlands was recently announced as the UK’s
first large-scale testbed under the DCMS (Department
for Digital, Culture, Media & Sport) ‘5G Testbeds and
Trials Programme’. The new 5G network “will create
new markets and lead to new services”* and will help
a range of businesses deliver next-generation services
locally, nationally and globally.
As well as being known for its contribution to the
culture and creative industries, Birmingham City
University’s focus on technological innovation means
it is equally well placed for testing and developing
new technology. As such, STEAMhouse is proud to
be home to one of the first digital testbeds in the UK,
which will work in tandem with local enterprises to
test and develop new applications for the technology
in a digitally-enabled environment using nextgeneration WiFi.

There are many innovation programmes that plan
to adopt emerging technologies, such as 5G and XR in
the future, but at STEAMhouse, we have the technology
right here, right now. It’s exciting not only to be part of
a pioneering national trial, but also to work with local
businesses to embed these Computing and Digital
Technologies into real-world products and services
on a daily basis.

> Prof Andrew Aftelak, Head of School of Computing
and Digital Technology, Birmingham City University

As part of Birmingham City
University’s 10 million DCMS project,
our vision sets an ambition to enable
a world in which everything is
provided wirelessly to the end device
by a fixed and mobile (converged)
infrastructure that functions across
the whole ecosystem.
Utilising our core expertise in AI,
Data Analytics, VR/AR, Digital Media
and Cyber Security, our mission is
to be application focused on new
product and process development
within the Health & Social Care,
Industry 4.0, Future Mobility and
Infrastructure sectors. Through
STEAMhouse, we also work closely

with the creative, cultural and digital
clusters on 5G R&D programmes
and training.
We trial 5G technologies indoors and
outdoors; in dense urban centres
with capacity challenges; in sparse
rural locations where coverage is
the main challenge; in locations
with existing infrastructure; and in
areas where there is none.
Our focus is that the 5G
infrastructure should be far more
demand-, user-, and device-centric
with the agility to marshal network
and/or spectrum resources to
deliver high data rate and low
latency, giving users the perception

of infinite and immediate capacity,
and enabling autonomous devices.
This offers a route to much higherperforming networks and a far more
predictable behaviour and quality
of experience that is essential for
an infrastructure geared to support
an expanding digital economy and
connected society.

> Prof Hanifa Shah, Pro ViceChancellor and Executive Dean, Faculty
of Computing, Engineering and the Built
Environment, Birmingham City University

We offer a unique 5G footprint in the
fastest-growing regeneration area,
for research purposes, within an
inner-city campus in the UK.

*HM Government West Midlands Local Industrial Strategy, May 2019

18

STEAMhouse
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Plan it. Make it. Launch it.
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LOCATION
AND
CONNECTION
A C O S M O P O L I TA N
C O N U R B AT I O N

Diverse culture…

…meets distinctive economy

With under 25 year olds accounting for nearly 40% of
its population, Birmingham is currently the youngest
major city in Europe. Known as a diverse, digital,
dynamic hotspot, it offers the perfect platform for
entrepreneurial individuals to express themselves,
and for new businesses to flourish. Our brand new
STEAMhouse building – a complete redevelopment
of the old Victorian Belmont Works on Cardigan
Street – lies adjacent to Birmingham City University’s
City Centre Campus and is a stone’s throw from the
hustle and bustle of city-centre restaurants, bars,
shops, museums and art galleries. With so much
culture on the doorstep, there’s always something
new to explore.

Everything about Birmingham lends itself to enterprises
that thrive. From concentrated clusters of creative,
innovative companies, to world-class travel connections
by road, rail and air, it’s the perfect place to launch or
grow a business. In fact, a recent report has revealed that
Birmingham has been named the number one city outside
of London for start-ups for the fifth-consecutive year, with
no less than 18,590 new companies emerging in 2018
alone*. STEAMhouse is also well connected commercially,
having forged strong relationships with a number of
external stakeholders including The Princes Trust, NatWest,
Barclays, Mercer, Deutsche Bank, West Midlands Combined
Local Authority, the GBSLEP Growth Hub, Innovation
Alliance for the West Midlands (IAWM) and the Arts Council.

BIRMINGH A M –
DIVERSE
DIGITAL
DYNAMIC

*StartUp Britain and Centre for Entrepreneurs
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STEAMhouse: Where innovation is key to what the future can be.

STEAMhouse.org.uk/space
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A MEE TING OF MINDS:

THE
ARTIST
AND

THE
ENGINEER
A
CIT Y
OF A

THOUSA ND TR A DE S
In days gone by, Birmingham was known as a leader
of the industrial revolution. At that time, just as it is
today, the city was a magnet for young entrepreneurs
seeking economic opportunities. These were especially
forthcoming in the automotive sector, although a number
of other great innovations originated from the region, too.
A diverse range of trades were carried out in a number
of small workshops across the city. Over time, large
factories and mills began to emerge. For instance, many
of the original cycle companies – which resulted in the
city becoming a world leader in cycle exports – went
on to become successful motor-vehicle manufacturers
in line with shifting public interest towards motorised
transport. Today, Jaguar Land Rover’s assembly plant
still contributes to our local economy. Other local brands
we know and love include Cadbury’s, Bournville, Bird’s,
Typhoo, Brylcreem, and the nation’s favourite, HP Sauce.
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STEAMhouse

At STEAMhouse, we’re excited to be helping local
enterprises restore Birmingham’s reputation as
the City of a Thousand Trades, as we prepare to
lead the way in Industry 4.0, or the new (fourth)
industrial revolution.

Powered by Birmingham City University

If you look closely at Birmingham’s modern-day coat of arms, the
arm wielding a hammer at the top, as a symbol of industry, has
two “supporters” standing side by side – an artist and an engineer.
This depiction is reminiscent of the juxtaposition between the
industrial and creative heritage of the city, but also, the ethos here
at STEAMhouse, in which we bring together complementary sides
of the community to create something truly unique. Meanwhile,
the Lunar Society’s cross-disciplinary collaborations seeded many
ideas and innovations which transformed the world. Whether
you’re an artist, engineer, or anything in between, come and join
us as we proudly build on these roots of cross-collaboration and
combine our skill sets to drive innovation for a brighter future.

Plan it. Make it. Launch it.

STEAMhouse.org.uk/space
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C ONNEC T ION S
THAT MAKE BIRMINGHAM A COMPELLING PROPOSITION
Connectivity is becoming increasingly important
in today’s business world, not just digitally but
physically, with improved transport links turning
the dream of globalisation into a reality for many
businesses. With HS2 (High Speed 2) about to arrive
on our doorstep – as well as plans for suburban rail,
trams and smart buses – the geographic growth
potential for SMEs is huge.
As one of the most exciting and demanding transport
projects in Europe, HS2 will work collaboratively
with the UK’s first large-scale 5G testbed to leverage
real-time data and revolutionise how we manage
and secure transactions across the entire transport
network. HS2 will boost local, regional and national
economies – in both urban and rural areas – by
supercharging connectivity with national markets,
90% of which are already within a four-hour drive
of the city. But more than that, HS2 will also open
doors to farther-reaching partnerships across the
Channel and beyond. As an SME, it’s important to
be able to build your growth strategy as quickly as
your product or service will allow. At STEAMhouse,
we can work with you to help establish international
relationships to support you in achieving this growth,
including access to our own global network of
STEAM practitioners.
With connectivity like HS2 on the horizon, Birmingham
is primed to help realise the potential for economic
growth and play its part in facilitating the regionwide, digitally-enabled, integrated transport system
of the future.

*HM Government West Midlands Local Industrial Strategy, May 2019
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STEAMhouse: Where innovation is key to what the future can be.
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BIRMINGHAM
It’s official. Ranking as the top-performing UK city in
the Small Business Index 2019*, Birmingham is the
ultimate place for your business to thrive. Building
upon a legacy of innovation and industrialism,
Birmingham is home to some of the most successful
and fastest-growing businesses today. For instance,
the ultimate shopping destination and creative and
digital business workspace, Custard Factory, has
successfully transformed one of Birmingham’s most
architecturally iconic buildings into a modern multipurpose facility bringing together a barber’s, cinema,
coffee shop and spaces for gyms and retail outlets.
Meanwhile, start-up turned billion-dollar clothing
brand, Gymshark, has carved a name for itself as
a word-class innovator, having made its range of
expertly-engineered, fitted sportswear accessible
to mainstream audiences across the globe.

THE BEST PLACE
FOR BUSINESS
Services you can bank on

The driving force of the nation

The West Midlands is home to
Europe’s largest and fastestgrowing BPFS (Business,
Professional and Finance Services)
clusters. Since the first-ever Lloyds
Bank opened in 1864, the region
has been known as a commercial
hub. Today, the sector provides
over 320,000 jobs across 43,000
institutions throughout the region,
which serves as a base for major
banks such as Deutsche Bank,
PwC and HSBC.**

From primitive push-bikes and
early aircrafts to electric cars
and autonomous pods – and from
pioneering production lines to datadriven virtual-world product testing
– the West Midlands has always
been at the forefront of innovation
when it comes to transport.
Notable inventions include the
fuel-burning engine; the bicycle
bell; the car horn, windscreen wiper
and indicator; and actuators for
commercial aircraft.

Fast-forward to the twenty-first
century and today, alongside
HS2, the next generation of tram
systems, known as VRL (Very Light
Rail), is being developed by local
engineers in a bid to improve cost
efficiencies for us all and make their
vehicles autonomous. The region
is also leading the drive for zeroemission machines, developing
and manufacturing hydrogen fuel
cells for use in electric vehicles,
and thereby delivering continued
commitment to building a low
carbon economy.

*Sumup Small Business Index 2019.
**West Midlands Growth Company Report.
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Plan it. Make it. Launch it.
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OUR SPACE

COMMEMOR ATING
OUR PA ST…
The new STEAMhouse development
is a building inspired by Arts and STEM,
where the past meets the future, in which
connectivity and collaboration are built into
the heart of the design to support, empower
and inspire every user to respond to a need
in a superbly equipped, professional and
inviting environment.

>	Joanna Birch, Director, Innovation Enterprise
and Employability, Birmingham City University
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Powered by Birmingham City University

Originally built in 1899 as the headquarters of the
Eccles Rubber and Cycle Company, in later years
the Belmont Works factory accommodated the
production of linen clothing, bedsteads and pianos.
Following substantial fire damage in 2007, the
building lay derelict for a number of years.

…CRE ATING
OUR
FUTURE

>

And now, after extensive redevelopment,
STEAMhouse is proud to be breathing life back
into the site, and we welcome you also to become
part of this exciting new journey.

STEAMhouse: Where innovation is key to what the future can be.

STEAMhouse.org.uk/space
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OUR SPACE
FE AT URE S INCLUDE:

30

> Garden terrace

>	Creative project space

> Café

>	Incubator and space for SMEs

>	Learning space (within the School of
Computing and Digital Technology)

> Commercial office space

>	Co-working space

>	Space to socialise and network

>	State-of-the-art makerspace
and workshops (including
full digital suite and XR studio)

>	Meeting rooms

>	On-site security

> Event space

>	Hyper-fast internet connection

STEAMhouse

Powered by Birmingham City University

The new five-storey STEAMhouse complex combines stunning original features
with a spectacular yet sympathetic new development covered in a mixture
of brickwork and metal cladding to retain its industrial feel. The old and new
sections are joined in the middle by a light and airy central glazed atrium.

Plan it. Make it. Launch it.

STEAMhouse.org.uk/space
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PLUG IN
Birmingham is a leading force in technology.
At STEAMhouse, it’s not enough to ‘keep up’ with
the latest IT systems. Instead, we’re proud to play
an active part in driving the digital infrastructure
forward as we help to develop ground-breaking
technology for the future.

AND
GO

The STEAMhouse building incorporates state-ofthe-art IT facilities including a high-speed network
underpinning both business and building systems;
supporting maker and incubation spaces, as well
as the host of research and innovative activities that
the new building is home to. Over the past decade
and more, Birmingham City University has been
developing integrations between its IT systems to
enable an integrated approach to managing its future
estate and continually improving operations, including
gaining insights from the systems hosted to provide
a comfortable environment for building users.
Local businesses can simply bring their devices,
plug in and go, benefiting from secure unlimited WiFi
for them and their guests across meeting rooms,
conference facilities, breakout rooms and the cafe.
They will also benefit from the deployment of 5G,
as well as its role within the growth of the Internet
of Things. Birmingham City University is an active
partner in the development of applications of this
new technology with the West Midlands Combined
Authority, and with the STEAMhouse building situated
within the city centre, it is well placed to benefit.

>	
Nick Moore, Director of IT and Digital,
Birmingham City University
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Why wouldn’t you get involved? Such fantastic
opportunities to collaborate and try out ideas
on our doorstep. Highly recommend!

Aston Walker, Inventor

> Learned new digital skills
>	Pushed boundaries with
VR and solving the world’s
clean water crisis.
> Prototyped innovative product
> Filed for two patents
> Attracted a major sponsor
>	All while studying gaming
technology with the School of
Computing and Digital Technology,
Birmingham City University

STEAMhouse wouldn’t be what
it is today without our wonderful
community. From inventors
to engineers, from artists to
researchers – we’re nothing if not
diverse, creative and innovative.

> Shaheen Ahmed, Artist

STEAMhouse has helped me in pretty much every area of
my start-up. I already had a fair bit of experience in carpentry
but the help from Jan (STEAMhouse Wood Technician) from
a furniture perspective was invaluable. Just having the space
to build the prototype is one thing, but the tools available from
pencils to panel saw are like something from a dream.

> Faye Rowse, Start-up owner

STEAMhouse has opened up so many
possibilities for my business.

> Helen Vallance, Business owner

MEE T THE

STEAM COMMUNIT Y

Bharti Parmar, Artist

>	Explored the craft of marquetry and veneering
> Used new materials
> Learned new skills
> Had work featured on ITV
> Starred in art exhibitions

STEAMhouse has given me the support I needed, a place to
call home, surrounded by like-minded individuals collaborating
with each other. The support of the staff has enabled me to
make informed decisions. STEAMhouse has been a key factor
to my business becoming a growing and viable technology
start up in Birmingham.

We were able to achieve, through the expert
knowledge and support of STEAMhouse, a new
product within a critical timeframe. This support
made it possible to take the moulded leather
innovation to another level. We have spoken
with a number of people about STEAMhouse.
Their network of support can provide creative
industry practitioners with an idea or innovation
with a route to prototyping and ways of taking
to market.

I would recommend that anyone starting up a
business – art, craft, or technology based in the
Birmingham area, to get in touch with STEAMhouse,
and arrange a visit. Even if you don’t join up, you’ll
find the whole experience inspiring.

> Jon Elliott, Founder of Brelliott
> Developed product R&D
> Enhanced designs through
access to technology
> Created and launched
new products

> Stephen O’Hare & Mevlit D’Jafer, Designers

> Taran Singh, Founder of Taran3D

>	Winners of Best New Exhibitor at Decorex
International for their innovative design work

34

STEAMhouse

Powered by Birmingham City University

Plan it. Make it. Launch it.

STEAMhouse.org.uk/space

35

COMPETITIVE PRICES, TAILORED TO MEET YOUR NEEDS
At STEAMhouse, we understand that each business is different. Therefore, we offer a range
of membership packages to suit the size and nature of your individual business.
Whether you’re after a single desk or an office, short-term or long-term, we can provide the
perfect package. Personalised membership can include part-time or full-time use of our
coworking space, meeting rooms, event space, makerspace, workshops and digital suites.
With state-of-the-art workstations and next-generation WiFi provided as standard, all you
need to do is focus on driving your business forward. For more details about membership
packages, space and pricing, contact us today.
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GE T IN TOUCH
We’re creating a range of short and long-term rental and
membership packages to suit the varying needs of SMEs
including entrepreneurs, start-ups, sole traders, micros,
small and mid-sized businesses. To discuss your space
requirements, and to discover more about the additional
business support opportunities available to you, request
a call-back at:
STEAMhouse.org.uk/request-call-back

Join the S T E A Mhous e communit y
STEAMhouse brings inventors, entrepreneurs, businesses and craftspeople together
to develop exciting new ideas and products. Join us and our community at:

@STEAMhouse

@STEAMhouseUK

@STEAMhouseUK

@steamhouse_uk

@steamhouseuk

Discover more at STEAMhouse.org.uk
OUR PARTNERS
European Union
European Regional
Development Fund
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